
 
“Unity With Respect for Individuality” 

Romans 14:1-12 
 
Differing opinions among Christians on secondary matters of preference has 
always existed in the church. As Paul addresses this concern for the church at 
Rome, we see that the burden on his heart is for unity; a unity that also respects 
individuality. This can occur as we. . . 
 
  I.  Receive Fellow Christians  (1-4) 
 

• An Exhortation (1-2) 
 

 

• An Explanation (3-4) 
 

 
 
 II.  Reach Firm Convictions (5-9) 
 

• A Right Decision (5) 
 

 

• A Right Dedication (6-9) 
 
 

 
III.  Remember Final Check-up (10-12) 
 

• A Strong Rebuke (10) 
 

 

• A Sobering Reminder (11-12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Unity With Respect for Individuality” 

Romans 14:1-12 
 

Small Group/Family Discussion Guide 

Icebreaker: Share a personal preference you have that can become a “pet  

peeve” if you let it get out of hand.       

 
Discussion Questions 

1.  How can we distinguish between matters of personal preference that we can 
     disagree on, and matters of Christian doctrine. 
 
2.  How do believers sometimes “look down on” those who differ from them in 
     matters of preference? (consider v 3) How can we guard against this attitude? 
 
3.  What does it mean to be “fully convinced” in our own minds about matters of  
     preference? Why is this important, and how can it be a problem if misapplied? 
 
4.  Why do you think Paul refers to the “Lordship” of Christ so often in Romans 
     14:6-9? 
 
5.  How does the reality of a personal one-on-one judgment before Christ impact  
     your daily life?  Your attitude toward other believers?  
 
Small Group Prayer  

Be sure to include prayers for continued unity within our church body, marked by 
an overwhelming brotherly love for one another, regardless of differences on 
secondary matters. 
 
Digging Deeper 

1.  Romans 14 is a call for unity. Review other passages that make a plea for unity 
     including Eph 4:1-6, 31-32; Jn 17:20-21; Ps  133:1; Phil  4:2-3; 1 Cor 1:10 and 
     Rom 12:4-5. Ask God what you can do to promote unity. 
 
2.  What are some times that we must confront sin, and possibly even separate 
     from a brother if necessary? Consider Gal 6:1:2; 1 Cor 5:1-5; Rom 16:17-18;  
     Matt 18:15-18; 2 Thes 3:6-15; and 1 Tim  6:3-5. 
 
For Next Week  
Read Romans 14 a couple times. How do verses 13 to 23 further develop the main 
points of verses 1 to 12? 
 
 
 


