
 
“Pleasing Others, Glorifying God” 

(Romans 15:1-7) 
 

There were certainly tensions in the church at Rome, in part due to differing 
convictions/opinions on things like eating meat or observing sabbaths and 
special days. However, when a church gives itself over to pleasing one another in 
such a way that glorifies God, there can be  a deep satisfying unity. To this end, 
Paul presents. . . 
 
An Exhortation (1-2) 

 

• To Bear With the Weak (1)  
 
 

• To Build Up the Weak (2)  
 
 
An Example  (3) 
 

• Example of Serving (3a) 
 
 

• Example of Suffering (3b) 
 
 
An Enablement (4) 
 

• Help for Learning (4a) 
 
 

• Hope for Living (4b) 
 
 
An Entreaty (5-7) 
 

• A Personal Entreaty (5) 
 
 

• A Purposeful Entreaty (6-7)  
 

 
 
 
 

 
“Pleasing Others, Glorifying God” 

(Romans 15:1-7) 
 

Small Group/Family Discussion Guide 

Icebreaker: Share about a fellow believer (other than a pastor) whose faith has  
helped you grow stronger in your faith. 
  
Discussion Questions 

1.  Why is pleasing our neighbor more important than pleasing ourselves? What  
     should this “look like” in a local church? 
 
2.  How does (or should) Christ’s example of serving and suffering motivate you  
     to live for others? 
 
3.  What role do the Scriptures play in enabling us to live for others?  
 
4.  Why does Paul interject a prayer in Rom 15:5-6? 
 
5.  How does unity in a church bring glory to God?  
 
Small Group Prayer   

Be sure to include prayers for continued unity within our church body, marked by 
an overwhelming brotherly love for one another, regardless of differences on 
secondary matters. 
 
Digging Deeper 

1.  Remind yourself of the overriding emphasis on unity through the Bible by 
     reviewing these verses: Ps 133:1-3; Jer 32:38-39; Ezek 37:15-22; Zeph 3:9; Hos  
     1:11; Jn 10:14-16; 17:11, 20-21; Acts 2:42-47; 4:31-32; Eph 4:3-6; 1 Cor 1:10; 
     12:12-13; Gal 3:26-28; Phil 1:27; 2:1-4; 1 Pet 3:8-9 and 3 Jn 4. What will you do 
     this week to promote unity in our church? 
 
2.  What do the following verses teach about pleasing God and pleasing men?  
     Jn 5:20; 8:28-29; Lk 22:42; 1 Cor 10:33; Rom 8:8; Phil 2:4-5; Gal 1:10; and 
     Eph 6:6. Write out a couple key principles. 
 
3.  Read Rom 14:1-15:13 as a single unit. What is the overall theme? What are 
     some key principles? Why do you think there is such an emphasis  on “the 
     Gentiles” in the last section, verses 8-12? 
 
 

 


