
 
“How Does God Want Christians to View Government?” 

(Romans 13:1-7) 
 
God-ordained authority on earth, whether it be in the home, church or civil 
government, is accountable to God and always imperfect. Nevertheless, God 
desires us to have a proper attitude toward authority in order to keep a clear 
conscience and a good testimony to advance His gospel. In today’s text Paul 
reminds his Roman readers of. . . 
 
God’s PLACEMENT of Rulers  (1-2) 
 

• Ordained of God  (1) 
 
 

• Obeyed by Man  (2) 
 

 
 
God’s PURPOSE for Rulers  (3-5) 
 

• Put Down Evil & Promote Good  (3)  
 
 

• Minister of God & Avenger of Evil  (4-5) 
 

 

 

God’s PAYMENT of Rulers  (6-7) 
 

• Reason for Payment  (6) 
 
 

• Forms of Payment  (7) 
 
 
Implications: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“How Does God Want Christians to View Government?” 

(Romans 13:1-7) 
 

Small Group/Family Discussion Guide 

Icebreaker:  It’s confession time!        Share about a time that you received a ticket 

and/or a fine for violating a law. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1.  How does Romans 13:1-7 fit into Paul’s overall discussion in Romans 12-13? 
 
2.  Although God appoints governments and rulers that are less than perfect, and  
     sometimes even downright wicked, why should we view government as a  
     blessing?  
 
3.  How are Daniel and his three friends good examples of proper civil disobe- 
     dience? What can we learn from their example?  See Dan 1:8-13; 3:15-18 and  
     6:7-10, 16 
 
4.  What counsel would you give to our church as we seek to obey Romans 13:1- 
     7 during these uncertain times in the USA? 
 
Small Group Prayer 

Each person include a prayer of thanks for our country, and a prayer for our 
government leaders. 
 
Digging Deeper 

1.  What is the reason for having a godly attitude toward government rulers  
     according  to these passages - 1 Tim 2:1-7; Titus 3:1-2, 8; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Matt  
     17:25-27 and Phil 2:14-16? 
 
2.  How do the following passages show that ALL governing rulers are appointed  
     by God – Is 44:28 - 45:1; Jer 25:9; 27:6; Dan 2:20-21; 4:17, 25, 32 and Jn 19:10- 
     11? 
 
3.  Jot down some principles of “proper civil disobedience” that are found in these  
     texts – Ex 1:17-21; Dan 1:8-13; 3:15-18; 6:7-10, 16; Matt 26:51-54; Acts 4:19-20  
     and 5:28-29. 
 


