
 
“I Shall Return!” 

(1Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
 

The next event on God’s prophetic calendar is the return of Christ to meet His 
Church in the air and take us to Heaven with Him.  This is the event known as the 
“Rapture.” Today we will let God’s Word challenge us with . . . 
 
The Certainty of the Rapture (13-15a) 
 

• (13) Gives Knowledge and Hope 
 

 

• (14) Based on the Historical Record 
 

 

• (15a) Based on the Word of God   
 
 
 
The Chronology of the Rapture (15b-17) 

 

• (16a) The Lord Shall Descend 
 

 

• (16b) The Dead in Christ Shall Rise 
 

 

• (17) The Living Shall be “Caught Up” 
 

 
 The Comfort of the Rapture (18) 

• It Gives Encouragement 
 

• It Gives Exhortation  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I Shall Return!” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
  

Small Group/Family Discussion Guide 
 

Icebreaker: Share about a special day in your life for which you waited with 
excitement and expectation – maybe a birthday, holiday, trip, wedding, 
graduation or another special occasion. 
 
Discussion Questions 

  1.  Why is it so important TO KNOW WITH CERTAINTY that Jesus is coming for  
       us? 
 

  2.  How is the rapture of the church different than Christ’s second coming to earth  
       as described in Rev 19:11 and following? 
 

  3.  What does the phrase “So shall we ever be with the Lord” mean to you on a  
       personal heartfelt level?  
 

  4.  Who is someone other than Jesus that you are looking forward to seeing again 
       when Jesus returns? 
 

  5.  Why is it helpful to know that the word “comfort” in 1Thes 4:18 has the idea 
       of BOTH encouragement AND exhortation? 

 
Small Group/Family Prayer Time 

Each person begin their prayer by thanking God that Jesus is coming back soon. 

  
Digging Deeper 

1.  Take some time each day to reflect upon the other great New Testament 
     passages about the Lord’s soon return for us! Read each passage several 
     times and then answer the question: “How should I be living today in light 
     of what this passage teaches?”  

        *Mon – John 14:1-3                              *Tue – 1 Cor 15:52, 58   
        *Wed – Titus 2:11-14                *Thu – Heb 10:24-25   

          *Fri – Jas 5:7-11                         *Sat – 1 Jn 2:28-3:3 

     What action step in your life needs to no longer be put off until later? 
 
2.  Notice how each chapter of 1 Thessalonians points to the soon return of 
     Christ for His Church. What do each of these passages say about it? 
     1Thes 1:8-10; 2:17-20; 3:11-13; 4:13-18; and 5:16-24 


