
 
“Whatever Happened to Sin?” 

Romans 7:7-13 
 

We live in a day in which people seem to avoid the term “sin” at all costs. 
Are we not sinning anymore, or just not calling sin what God calls it? In our 

text today, Paul shows how God’s Law helps us to identify and understand 
the reality of sin as it reveals… 

 
I. The FACT of Sin (7) 

        “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin,  
         but by the law, for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt  
         not covet” 

 

 

 
 
II. The POWER of Sin (8-10)  

        “But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of  
         concupiscence, for without the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the  
         law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.  And the 
         commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death.” 

 

 
 

 
III.   The DECEITFULNESS of Sin (11)  

        “For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew  
         me.” 

 
 

 
 
IV.  The SINFULNESS of Sin (12-13)  

        “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 
         Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it  
         might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the  
         commandment might become exceeding sinful.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
“Whatever Happened to Sin?” 

Romans 7:7-13 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide 

Icebreaker:  You are given a $500 shopping spree that must be spent at 

one store to buy something for yourself.  What store and what would you 
buy? 

 

1.  Share something from Sunday’s study that spoke to you personally  
      – a challenge? an encouragement? a good reminder? 

 
2.  Why do you think Paul chose, “Thou shalt not covet,”  for his example  

      of the Law (Rom 7:7)?  How is this commandment unique from the 
      other nine?  How is the sin of coveting at the root of all other sins? 

 
3.  Rom 7:9 emphasizes the power of the Law to bring conviction of sin. 

      How can the Law be used to help lead an unbeliever to Christ?  What 

      role could the Law have in our sanctification (Christian growth)? 
 

4.  Rom 7:8 and 11 both mention sin “taking occasion” (i.e. “seizing the 
      opportunity”).  How does this phrase help us to better understand sin  

      and take it seriously?  What are some keys to NOT letting sin “take  
      occasion” in our lives? 

 
5.  Rom 7:12 describes both the character of the Law and of God Himself. 

      How does this verse fit the flow of Paul’s argument? 

 

Digging Deeper 

1.  How do the following verses show that God’s Law is still relevant in our  
      lives as Christians? Mat 5:21-22, 27-28; Mk 7:20-23; Rom 13:8-9.  

      Review the 10 Commandments (Ex 20:1-17) until you can recite them 
      from memory. 

 
2.  What are some things the Law can and cannot do according to Rom  

      3:19-20;  4:15; 5:20; Gal 3:10; 21-24?  How does Jesus use the Law in 

      Mk 10:17-21? 
 

3.  Review Paul’s personal testimony in Phil 3:4-11. How does this show  
      Paul’s relationship to God’s Law before he was saved and after he was 

      saved? 
 

4.  Survey the other occurrences in Romans of the phrase, “What shall we 
      say then?”  (3:5; 4:1; 6:1; 7:7: 8:31; 9:14, 30).   What topics does Paul  

      discuss in each of these sections?  What conclusions does he draw? 

 
 

 



 


