
 
“A Prayer for Graduates” 

(Colossians 1:9-12) 

 
As we rejoice with our high school and college graduates, we remember the 

importance of earnestly praying for each of them as they seek to know and 
do God's will for their lives.  Colossians 1 instructs us in "how" we should 

pray for our graduates, and for each other. 
 

 
I.  Pray for Their WISDOM (v.9) 

         “…that ye might be FILLED with the KNOWLEDGE of His WILL in all WISDOM  
           and SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING” 
  

Filled – Controlled By 

Knowledge of His Will – Both General & Specific Will  

Wisdom – Skillful Application of Knowledge 

Spiritual Understanding – “Putting Together” the Facts 

    
   **Growing in the Wisdom of God by knowing the WORD of God** 

 

 
II. Pray for Their WALK (v.10) 

        “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing…in every good 
         work…” 
 

Walk Worthy – “Equal To” the Lord Himself 

All Pleasing – In Every Decision 

Every Good Work – Saved FOR Good Works  

 

 **Increasing in the KNOWLEDGE of God** 
 

 
III.  Pray for Their WAYS (11-12) 

        “Strengthened with all might…unto all patience and longsuffering with 
         joyfulness. Giving thanks unto the Father…” 
 

Patience – Not Quitting 

Longsuffering – Not Retaliating 

Joyfulness – Not Sulking or Self-Pity 

Giving Thanks – Not Complaining 

 

 

 
“A Prayer for Graduates” 

Colossians 1:9-12 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide 

Icebreaker:  From what high school did you graduate and in what year? 

How did you know what next step to take after graduation?  
 

1.  Share something from Sunday’s study that spoke to you personally  

      – a challenge? an encouragement? a good reminder? 
 

2.  Read and discuss Colossians 1:9.  Why is it important for us to pray  
      for others to be “filled with the knowledge of His will?”  What are  

      some keys to knowing God’s will in a particular situation?  
 

3.  Read and discuss Colossians 1:10.  How does walking an obedient  
      Christian life help us to grow in our knowledge of God?  Why is the  

      desire to please the Lord in each decision so important for success in 

      the Christian life?  (See Jn 8:29) 
 

4.  Read and discuss Colossians 1:11-12.  Note that God gives His power  
      to produce patience (with circumstances), longsuffering (with people),   

      joyfulness and thankfulness in us. What happens when we are lacking 

      in these qualities?  What can WE DO to help grow in these 4 areas? 

 

Small Group Prayer Time 

How will this study change the way you pray for fellow Christians?  (See 

the example of Epaphras in Col 4:12)  Be sure to pray this way for each of 

our graduates - Elijah, Emily, Karissa, Jordi, Caleb, Michael and Madison. 

 

Digging Deeper 

1.  How do the following verses emphasize the importance of “knowledge” 
      in doing God’s will? – Col 3:10, 16; Phil 1:9; Rom 12:2; 2 Pet 1:2 and 

      Prov 3:5-6. What are you doing to grow in the knowledge of God? 
 

2.  Notice the emphasis on “wisdom” throughout Colossians – Col 1:28;  

      2:3, 23; 3:16 and 4:5. Notice also the importance of “giving thanks” –  
      Col 1:3, 12; 2:7; 3:15-17 and 4:2. Purpose in prayer to diligently pursue 

      wisdom and a thankful spirit. 
 

 

 
 


