
 
“The Church That Tolerates Sin” 

(Revelation 2:18-29) 
 

Christ’s letter to the church at Thyatira provides another opportunity for us to 
evaluate ourselves in light of. . .  
  

I.  Christ’s Character (18) 
•     The Measure of His Judgment 
      “his eyes like unto a flame of fire” 
       (Rev 1:14; 19:12; Heb 4:13; Prov 15:3; Jn 1:48)  
 
•     The Means of His Judgment  
     “and his feet are like fine brass” 
      (Rev 1:15; 19:15; Is 63:3; 1 Cor 15:25; Eph 1:22; Heb 2:8) 

 
II. Christ’s Commendation  (19) 

•     Genuine Service 
     “I know thy works…charity…service…faith and thy patience” 
     (1 Thes 1:3; Rev 2:2a) 
  
•     Growing Service 
    “and the last to be more than the first” 
 

III.  Christ’s Concern  (20-23) 
 (1 Kgs  16:31; 1 Cor 14:34-35; 1 Tim 2:11-14; Tit 2:11-12; 1 Pet 4:16-17;   
 1 Jn 5:16; Acts 5:1-11; 20:28-30; 2 Pet 2:1) 

•     His Concern Explained (20-21) 
     “thou sufferest that woman Jezebel…” 
 
•     His Concern Executed (22-23) 
     “I will cast her into a bed and them…into great tribulation” 
 

IV. Christ’s Counsel (24-25) 
•     His Encouragement  
     “unto the rest…I will put upon you none other burden” 

 
•     His Exhortation 

                        “But that which ye have…hold fast till I come” 
 

V. Christ’s Coming  (26-29) 
•     Promise of Power (26-27) 

     “He that overcometh…to him will I give power over the nations” 
 
•     Promise of a Person (28) 
   “And I will give him the morning star” 

           (Num 24:17; 2 Pet 1:19; Rev 22:16) 
 
  

 
 
 

 
“The Church That Tolerates Sin” 

(Revelation 2:18-29) 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide 
 
Icebreaker:  Share a time from childhood when you got in trouble for not obeying 
your mom or dad. 
  
1.  Share something from Sunday’s sermon that spoke to you personally – a  
     challenge? an encouragement? a good reminder?  
 
2.  What would the Lord want YOU to do if you become aware of sin (or false         
     teaching) in your church family?  Is it ever okay to “look the  other way?”  How  
     should we deal with such a challenging situation? 
 
3.  It’s easy for us to condemn the church members in Thyatira for compromising 
     in order to keep their jobs.  Why might such a choice be difficult?  How would 
     you handle this situation?  Is it possible for a committed Christian to be part  
     of a “brotherhood” (like a work or social group) that involves unbelievers?  If  
     so, how? 
 
4.  In Rev 2:23 Jesus declared, “I am he which searcheth the reins and the  
     hearts.”  What does this statement mean, and what difference should it make 
     in our lives?    (See also Prov 24:12)  Note this phrase also in Ps 7:9; 26:2;  
     Jer 11:20; 17:10; 20:12) 
 
Digging Deeper: 
 
1.  Make some observations about the woman Jezebel by considering the 
     following passages:  1 Kings 16:29-33; 18:4, 13; 19:1-2; 21:1-15; 2 Kings 
     9:7-10, 22, and 30-37.  How does this give you a better idea of how difficult  
     it may have been to confront the “Jezebel” in Thyatira? 
 
2.  The church at Thyatira excelled in service for God, but would not confront 
     sin in the church.  Prayerfully take a personal inventory of responsibilities 
     for God that you may be avoiding putting off or ignoring, even as you serve 
     Him in other areas.  Jot down a plan of action to address these things asap. 
 
3.  Note the five main points of the outline on the opposite side and see if you  
     can  find the verses that go along with the same 5-point outline in Christ’s next  
     letter, Rev 3:1-6.  How are the two letters similar and/or different? 
 
 
 

 
 
 


