
 
“The Compromising Church” 

(Revelation 2:12-17) 
 

Christ’s letter to the church at Pergamos provides a great opportunity for us 
to evaluate ourselves in light of… 

  
   I.      Christ’s Character (12) 

• Described Previously 

(Rev 2:1, 8) 

 
• Declared to Pergamos  

“…he which hath the sharp sword with the two edges” 
(Rev 1:16; 19:15; Rom 13:4; Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12) 

 
  II. Christ’s Commendation  (13) 

• Difficult Circumstances 
“…where thou dwellest, even Satan’s seat…” 

 
• Determined Commitment 

“holdest fast my name…hast not denied my faith…” 

 
 III. Christ’s Concern  (14-15) 

(Num 24:25-25:9; 31:16; 2 Pet 2:15; Rom 6:1-2; 2 Cor 6:14; Gal 5:13;          
Tit 2:11-12; Acts 2:42; Rom 16:17-18; 1 Tim 6:3-5; 2 John 10-11) 

• Permitting Worldly Influence (14) 
“thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam” 

 
• Permitting Worldly Indulgence (15) 

“hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of Nicolaitans” 

 
 IV. Christ’s Counsel (16) 

• A Concise Word 
“Repent!” 

 
• A Clear Warning 
      “Or else I will come unto thee quickly…” 

 

  V. Christ’s Coming  (17) 
• Revelation of Christ 

“He that hath an ear…let him hear what the Spirit saith…” 

 
• Rewards from Christ 

“I give to eat of the hidden manna and a white stone…new name…” 
         (Ex 16:11-15, 31-35; Deut 8:2-3, 15-16; Matt 4:4; Jn 6:48-51; Heb 9:2-4) 

 

 
“The Compromising Church” 

(Revelation 2:12-17) 

   
Small Group Discussion Guide 

 
Icebreaker:  Share a time when you received a job performance evaluation 

and what that experience was like? 
 

1.  (Rev 2:12) Why do you think Christ begins each letter with a description  
of Himself?  (See also 2:1, 8)  Why the “sharp sword” reminder to    

Pergamos? 

 
2.  (Rev 2:13) How does it make you feel that Christ “knows your works” (all 

that you do for Him) and also knows “where thou dwellest”  (i.e. the 
unique challenges you face in your circumstances)?  See Ps 139:1-6 

 
3.  (Rev 2:14-15) “Doctrine should not be very important for a church that  

wants to be an inviting place for outsiders to feel welcome.”   Do you 
agree or disagree with this statement?  Why? 

 

4.  (Rev 2:17) Jesus promises “hidden manna” and a special “white stone”   
to those who overcome.  Why should this promise motivate us to stay     

faithful until Jesus returns?  
 

Digging Deeper 
 

Prayerfully read Titus 2:11-12, 1 John 2:15-16 and James 4:4 and ask God 
to show you some areas in which you may be allowing the values of the 

world to influence you in the wrong direction. 

 
Christ gives one word or counsel to this church – “Repent!”  (Rev.2:16).  Jot 

down several things in your life for which Jesus might give this same charge 
to you.  Pray about these and then obey the Lord by confessing and forsaking 

them before Him and another person who knows you well. 
 

Note the 5-point outline on the opposite side and see if you can find the 
verses that go along with the same 5-point outline in Christ’s next letter, 

Rev 2:18-26.  How are the two letters similar and/or different?  (Do the 

same exercise for the first two letters in Rev 2:1-11). 
 

 
 

 
 


